
COMMUNITY MAPPING
WORKSHOP

Abbeyleix Bog

"It's an amazing timeline if you look at what has happened in the last
20 years with the Abbeyleix Bog Project. The passion today is still the
same as the passion 20 years ago, even though the dynamics of the

people changes all the time. The only constant is change"

The Abbeyleix Bog Project (ABP) manages and conserves a 500 acre community
Bog in Co. Laois, Ireland.  A local action group (in photo) was established in 2000
to conserve and protect Abbeyleix bog which was then threatened with harvesting
for peat moss. Following negotiations with Bord na Móna in 2010, a lease was
signed which handed the bog over to the local community to manage for a period
of 50 years. The Abbeyleix Bog Project formed in 2009 and volunteers now manage
the site as an open-access amenity to benefit all. 

Photo: Kevin Hutchinson, 2000

http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/


COMMUNITY MAPPING OF ABBEYLEIX BOG

Community-generated data about local places 

The purpose of this community mapping workshop, held in January 2020 at Abbeyleix Heritage House, was to

explore the benefits and value of Abbeyleix Bog to the local community. Through a series of exercises centred

around a map of the bog, participants worked together to articulate what they value about this local peatland

and how they would like to see it protected. The process provided a platform for people to discuss current

issues and explore through dialogue their hopes and concerns for the future of the bog.

There are many types of peatland maps, including subsoil maps, historic maps, geological maps,

archaeological site maps, and hydrological and habitat maps which inform peatland restoration. Maps

combine and display a range of multi-layered information but rarely do maps capture the value of places like

Abbeyleix Bog to local communities, hence this value is often less visible and tangible to decision makers. This

value is critical to communities’ sense of place and wellbeing, benefitting physical and mental health, and

holding educational, spiritual, and inspirational value. Community mapping can provide a space for people to

tell their stories, share their experiences, and generate data about their interactions with landscapes to help

bring about inclusion of community concerns in future policies and planning for peatlands.

'My favourite part was having conversations about the bog project & sharing stories'
'It was interesting the discussion of different ways of appreciating the bog'

'Some of the memories were fascinating'

"Our cognitive or mental maps guide the paths and routes that make up
our lives. Each of us has a different sense of place, a distinct way of

seeing and being in the world"*

*Lydon, M. Community Mapping. 2003
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It is said that ‘maps don’t just reflect 'reality', they help
to create it’.* This map was created to reflect the
experiences and knowledge of the many people who interact
and connect with Abbeyleix Bog and its community of life
in a multitude of ways.

" I t ' s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  a  b o g  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
I t ' s  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  a n d  u p l i f t i n g "  

It's nice and peaceful, you're
away from everything

The bog is facilitating
connections

I love walking alone
hearing the sounds

of the bog 
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*Wood, D. Rethinking the Power of Maps, 2010
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'There are over 600 different types of species that we know of'
'On this track we have 23 butterfly species'
'People come for the butterflies'
'The Woodcock roding down the main track'
'Finding the Marsh Fritillary web was a highlight'
'This area is good for Warblers'
'The common Wintergreen'
'The sound of the bats'
'We found three Pine Marten kits here'
'Badgers, deer, and otters'

DIVERSITY OF VALUES

'It's a historical place, you learn the history on days out'
''People are becoming aware of it, they seem to treat this bog
differently'
'It's about valuing and recognising what communities are capable of'
The network of people & array of stakeholders determines the quality
of the project'
"There’s collective leadership, people take ownership, do what needs to
be done. There’s trust as well. People have taken responsibility for
looking after the bog'
'My favourite place is up here because there's such a tremendous
variety of plants and animals'

DIVERSITY OF PEOPLE

'The biggest appreciation comes from the local town, local people, the local
community and from the environmental fraternity in the country'
'I have met many interesting researchers on the bog and I help with surveys'
'The dynamics change all the time. New people have joined, people left, it contracted,
got bigger, it changes all the time. But the project is bigger than the people'
'I've spent a big part of my life involved in the bog'
'I have made new friends on the bog, it's a great place to meet people'
'The right people were in the right place at the right time'

DIVERSITY OF WILDLIFE

 



DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS FOR THE BOG'S FUTURE?

Issues such as dumping, climate change, and recognition of volunteer's

contribution emerged in discussions as current & future concerns.

There are threats again like the proposed quarry development
We need more younger people volunteering with the project
There are pressures and outside forces, things beyond your control
The danger is the authorities don't actually see the core value of what people contribute
The bog is wetter now, but if we get a Mediterranean climate, that could be challenging
Getting more people on the bog is good but there's a maintenance aspect to that. Will we have the
people to maintain it?

WHAT SORT OF ACTIVITIES DO YOU DO AT ABBEYLEIX BOG?

The Abbeyleix Bog Project collaborates with a wide range of partners, agencies &

organisations to provide a diversity of educational events, guided walks, outdoor

classrooms, workshops, and conservation activities

Walking, wildlife watching, being present in the space
Mammal tracking, Newt surveys, Bat walks
Invasive species removal & habitat management
Bumblebee & Butterfly Monitoring
Yoga, Mindfulness, Art Workshops
Charcoal making with rhododendron
Habitat management & meadow creation
Ecological surveys for blocking drains around the cutaway bog. 

WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES FOR ABBEYLEIX BOG AND THE ABP?

"Abbeyleix Bog is part of a whole network of restored bogs throughout the country,

providing valuable habitat, carbon sequestration, recreation, health, & wellbeing"

The bog is a haven for wildlife and people
There is more recognition of the value bogs 
There is an appreciation of the value of volunteers 
The neighbouring quarry has been developed into a habitat for wildlife
The bog continues to be a place of learning and research
There are more younger volunteers and new recruits to the Abbeyleix Bog Project
The Abbeyleix Bog Project is the first community-led project to block drains to rewet the bog



CHANGING PERCEPTIONS OF THE VALUE OF BOGS

The Abbeyleix Bog Project has helped to change perceptions of the value of bogs in Ireland,
demonstrating the capacity for communities to work together to conserve and regenerate
habitats such as peatlands, bringing multiple benefits for local communities in the process. 

"One of the faces of the bog is the Facebook page which is regularly updated in spring and summer with
high quality photographs of the wildlife by people who can identify the species.  For those who can’t get
out on the bog they can learn all about what species are there. Educationally, that is astonishing"
'It would be fantastic if the psyche of the country would change but it's slow. It's something about the
word bog a lot of people are not interested in bogs and don't feel positive about them'
'People have changed, they have come along with the project. There's a lot of positive stuff now. But 20
years ago nobody wanted to talk to us'
When I was young fella I didn't go down to that bog, it's only in the last couple of years I've been down
there. But it's lovely, I'd encourage anyone to go down now'
'We built the boardwalk to show people what we wanted to protect'

'It's about valuing and recognising what communities are capable of'

Report compiled by Kate Flood, School of Geography & Archaeology, NUI Galway in collaboration with the

Abbeyleix Bog Project. Much gratitude & thanks to all the mapping workshop participants for their contributions.

Photos: Chris Uys, Una Halpin, Cathy Fitzgerald and Kevin Hutchinson. 


